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Commissioned by the San Diego Synphony

INSTRUMENTATION

2 Flutes (both doubling Piccolo)

2 Oboes

2 Clarinets in Bb (2" doubling Bass Clarinet)
2 Bassoons (2™ doubling Contrabassoon)

2 Horns in
2 Trumpets in C (3" doubling Piccolo Trumpet in Bb)
2 Trombones

Timpani

Percussion (3 players):
Glockenspiel, Crotales, Crash Cymbal, Splash Cymbal, Small Crash Cymbal, Hi-Hat,
Tamtam, Roto-toms, Low Tom-tom, Snare Drum, Bass Drum,

Cymbal mounted on Bass Drum

Piano
Harp

Solo Violin

Strings

walks of life are attempting to get in touch with this
siritual quest, even if it isn’t necessarily a religious one. For me

insignificant fleck in space. I realized that here was another kmd of fraglle light, and that many of the
spiritual reflections in my music circle around my concerns for and connections to planet earth, and
the delicate but beautiful life we all find ourselves sharing on it.

Finally, there is a more literal sense of fragility and lightness that can be found throughout the
concerto, both structurally—trying to create a structure that lets light in and doesn’t get bogged
down—and at the level of fine detail, which is often quiet, higher in the register and with textures
that are delicate and/or floating. I have also tried to bring a feeling of lightness to bear on my
harmonic language, allowing it to similarly float freely. Each of the three movements contain related
harmonic movements that gyrate round in patterns of circles within circles, or spirals within spirals,
never “grounding” themselves in one tonic. In the final movement the metaphor of that receding
fleck of light in space can be most clearly heard, as the music climbs higher and higher throughout,
before finally disappearing from sight.

1. “Delicate, shimmering”
2. “Misterioso, giocoso, a dance of light”
3. “Inwatd, reverential”

—DAVID BRUCE
June 2014
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