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PERFORMANCE NOTES

In an educational setting, some of the themes of the piece can be played in advance:

e The theme for Prince Zal: Violin 1/student violins , mm. 232—-235
e 'The theme for the mountain: tutti, mm. 39—46

e The theme for the Simorgh: Vn. I, mm. 24-30

e The “journey” music: tutti, mm. 123-130

PRINCE ZAL AND THE SIMORGH

story by Sally Pomme Clayton

Once upon a time,

Yeki Bud, Yeki Nabud,

There was a bird, like no other,
with golden beak,

red wings,

golden tail.

A bird the size of thirty birds,
that shines like a hundred suns,
lives for a thousand years,

then bursts into flames!

Out of the ashes,

a new bird is born.

It is a firebird!

The Simorgh.

The Simorgh lives far away,
on the Mountain of Gems.
A shimmering mountain
made of spatkling jewels.
Day and night,

the Simorgh swoops and soars
over the mountain,

She sees everything,

wotlds created, wotlds destroyed.
“What will happen next?”” sh

“I name my son Rrince Zall”
The king held the b
and pulled back the blanket

to gaze upon his baby boy.

He found a child with bright, white hair!
Hair as white as snow.

“This is not the hair of a baby!
“Is this child old already?

Or is he a demon?

This is no child of mine.”

”»

The king called a soldier,

and commanded,

“Get that boy out of here.

Take him to the mountains and leave him.”
The queen wept.

But the soldier climbed on his horse and
carried Prince Zal away.

cried King Sam.

The soldier climbed the Mountain of Gems,
with heavy heart

he left the baby

on cold, hard rocks to die.

Zal was hungry,
and began to ¢
His howls ec

ross the mountain.

Mountain of Gems.
gh brought Zal up as if he was her own.

pped him in feathers,

and taught him all she knew.
Sixteen years passed,

with the Simorgh as his mother.
Zal became wise.

But King Sam was miserable.

As soon as had sent his son away, he was lonely.
Sixteen years passed for him,

without joy or wisdom.

Then one night

Sam had a dream.

He saw a baby

crying, cold,

left on a mountain all alone.

The king woke with a shock.

“My son!

There has been nothing but emptiness
without you.”

Sam called his solider,

“Show me where you left the child,
there I will make a grave for my boy,
and beg for his forgiveness.

Fetch the horses.

Lead the way.”



King Sam and the soldier climbed the Mountain of
Gems.

The king gathered stones

placed them in a circle

and made a grave,

When suddenly,

high above,

he saw a youth,

leaping over the rocks.

Sam rubbed his eyes.

The boy had hair as white as snow!
“My son!” cried Sam, “You are alivel
Come home. Wear the crown.”
“This is home,” called Zal,

“I cannot leave my mother.”

The Simorgh appeared.

“Being human is being able to forgive,” she said.
King Sam held out his hand,

“Can you forgive me son?”

Zal caught his father’s hand and clasped it tight.
The years of misery were gone.

“All birds must fly the nest,” said the Simorgh.
“It is time to go.

But take a feather, if you need help, burn it.

I will appear.”

Z.al took the feather,

“I will rule well,” he cried.

Then Father and son set off for home.
Zal’s face was radiant,
now he was king!

And the whole country
welcomed him.

Start the celebrations
for your new king—XKing 7
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59 improvise over a D drone using the following scale

D - v e = * o

, (@pproximate guide for style of improvisation)
3

In a marble palace, King Sam ruled with his beautiful wife. Weeks, months, years passed, and
The king and queen longed for a child. at last the queen held a bundle in her arms.

o —3
L =%
“Here is our baby boy!” she said. “Iname my son Zal-Prince ..

King Sam was filled with joy.
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