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INSTRUMENTATION

3 Flutes (Z“d doubling Piccolo, 3 doubling Piccolo and Alto Flute)

3 Oboes (3" doubling English Horn)

3 Clarinets in Bb (1" doubling Eb Clarinet, 3" doubling Bass Clarinet)
2 Bassoons

Contrabassoon

4 Horns in F
3 Trumpets in C (3" doubling Piccolo Trumpet in Bb)
2 Trombones

Bass Trombone
Tuba

Timpani

Percussion (4 players):
Glockenspiel, Xylophone, Crotales, Almglocken (F4, Ep4
Crotale (C5), Crash Cymbals, 8” Splash Cymbal, 10”8
2 Ride Cymbals, Hi-hat, Bag of knives and forks, 2 large
(high/low, approx. 12-18 cm in diameter)
Large Saucepan (suspended), Caxixi, Snare
Large Bass Drum with Cymbal attached, &
Claves, Guiro, Tambourine, Triangle, Ta

, C4), Chime (F%)

Piano (doubling Celesta)
Harp

Strings

Many of ¢ ard exciting are also a bit dangerous. Indeed whether

ite act at the circus, bungee-jumping, or any number of

something that was full of thrills, but thrills that constantly threaten to spill over into
something darker.

The idea of the “night parade” pervades the piece in several quite specific ways. In as much
as the piece is a “night” piece, it is very much a city night—with the kind of weird shadows
that you see under neon light. I became obsessed by the idea of musical shadows and
throughout the piece you will hear an object followed by a darker copy of itself, or
sometimes multiple fading versions of the original object in quick succession. The modern
city can also be felt in other ways—a certain industrial color and texture, full of clanking and
honking—and also perhaps in the filmic “cuts” that sometimes happen in the music.

Aside from these cuts however, the “parade” is a useful new metaphor I have found for how
my music progresses—ryou could call it “parade form.” I have always enjoyed the kinds of
pieces where we feel like we are flying over an ever-changing landscape that rolls beneath us,
never looking back. But my own music usually has too much rhythmic emphasis for that
metaphor, it’s roots are in dance. As such, a parade seems much a much closer and better
analogy for the way my music moves. There is a sense of a succession of ideas, dances or
displays, but in some way they are all moving “along the same road.”

—DAVID BRUCE
June 2013
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